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2019 Ranking of the Best Financial Advisors to Work 
with in Ohio 
 
Ohio is a gateway connecting the Northeast and Midwest and is within a one-day drive 
of 70% of North America’s manufacturing capacity. In addition to hosting a wealth of 
industries, Ohio also has an excellent choice of top financial advisors. 

Whether you live in Columbus or Cleveland, putting your hard-earned money to work 
for you is much easier with the help of one of Ohio’s experienced wealth management 
firms. 

A good wealth manager can help you with saving for a comfortable retirement, planning 
for a child’s college education, and protecting and growing wealth through family 
generations. 

But, knowing which financial advisor in Ohio to trust with your financial future can be a 
daunting task. There is a lot of industry jargon to learn and with so many financial 
planning firms out there, how do you narrow down your choices? 

AdvisoryHQ helps by researching hundreds of firms and narrowing down the options 
for you. We’ve ranked 12 top-rated financial advisors in Ohio based upon their fee 
structures, services offered, and reputation for excellence. 

This list should provide you with an excellent jumping-off point in your search for the 
perfect Ohio wealth management firm to work with in 2019 and beyond. 
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Best Financial Advisors in Ohio 2019 Ratings 

Budros, Ruhlin & Roe, Inc. 5 

Carnegie Investment Counsel 5 

Cornerstone Capital Advisors 5 

Fairport Asset Management 5 

Foster & Motley 5 

Johnson Investment Counsel, Inc. 5 

Partnership Financial LLC 5 

PDS Planning 5 

Summit Financial Strategies 5 

The Joseph Group Capital Management 5 

Truepoint Wealth Counsel 5 



Wellspring Financial Advisors 5 

Table: Top 12 Best Financial Advisors in Ohio | Above list is sorted alphabetically 

Industry Terms: Fiduciary vs. Fee-Only vs. Fee-Based 
Ohio Financial Advisors 

 
When you’re evaluating financial planning firms in Ohio, there are typically two types of 
fee structures they work under: fee-only or fee-based. Either of the two types of firms 
can also be a fiduciary. 

How do you know which type of Ohio wealth management firm is right for you? We’ll 
give you a primer below on these industry terms to get you up to speed so you’ll know 
what to look for when choosing a financial advisor in Ohio to trust with your money. 

 

Top-Rated Financial Advisors in Cleveland, Ohio 

Fee-Only  

When an investment firm or a financial advisor in Ohio says that they are "fee-only," 
this means that are paid by client fees only and do not accept any commissions or third-
party referral payments. 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/fee-only-vs-fee-based-advisors-commission-vs-independent-financial-advisors/


This type of fee structure minimizes the inherent conflicts of interest that come along 
with recommending investment products for a commission. This means a fee-only 
financial advisor in Ohio is in a better position to act solely in the interest of their 
clients. 

Fee-Based  

When an Ohio financial advisor or investment firm is “fee-based,” it means that in 
addition to direct compensation from client fees, they are free to accept commissions 
from the companies who provide their financial products. 

Because a fee-based structure can create some potential conflicts of interest, many fee-
based firms are also fiduciaries, which often counteracts the potential for conflict.  

Fiduciary 

Ohio wealth management firms that adopt a fiduciary commitment are legally 
responsible to fully disclose any conflicts of interest, be transparent about all 
compensation, and are required to put the interests of their clients ahead of their own. 

2019 AdvisoryHQ’s Selection Methodology 
 
What methodology does AdvisoryHQ use in selecting and finalizing the credit cards, 
financial products, firms, services and products that are ranked on its various top-rated 
lists? 

Please click here “AdvisoryHQ's Ranking Methodologies” for a detailed review of 
AdvisoryHQ’s selection methodologies for ranking top-rated credit cards, financial 
accounts, firms, products, and services. 

Detailed Review – Best Financial Advisors in Ohio 

 
Below, please find the detailed review of each firm on our list of 2019 best financial 
planners in Ohio. We have highlighted some of the factors that allowed these 
Ohio wealth management firms to score so highly in our selection ranking.  

Click on any of the names below to go directly to the review section for that firm.   

• Budros, Ruhlin & Roe, Inc. 
• Carnegie Investment Counsel 
• Cornerstone Capital Advisors 
• Fairport Asset Management 
• Foster & Motley 
• Johnson Investment Counsel, Inc. 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/fee-only-vs-fee-based-advisors-commission-vs-independent-financial-advisors/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/all-topics/#Methodologies


• Partnership Financial LLC 
• PDS Planning 
• Summit Financial Strategies 
• The Joseph Group Capital Management 
• Truepoint Wealth Counsel 
• Wellspring Financial Advisors 

Click below for previous years’ rankings: 

• 2018 Review: 10 Best Financial Advisors & Wealth Management Firms 
in Ohio 

• 2017 Review: Top 13 Financial Advisors in Ohio 
• 2016 Review: Top 13 Advisors & Wealth Managers in Ohio 

 

Budros, Ruhlin & Roe Review 

 

Based in Columbus, Ohio, Budros, Ruhlin & Roe is a fee-only, independent wealth 
management firm that takes a unique and proactive approach to financial planning. 
They focus on assisting high-net-worth clients with customized financial strategies. 

This Ohio wealth management firm was founded in 1979 and has grown over the years 
by making client satisfaction and building long-term relationships top priorities. 

Key Factors That Enabled Budros, Ruhlin & Roe to be Ranked as a Top 
Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Divorce Financial Advisors 

Divorce can bring a lot of uncertainty when it comes to finances and Budros, Ruhlin & 
Roe provides a specialty financial advisory service that is especially for those going 
through the divorce. 

This Columbus, OH financial advisor has a Senior Wealth Manager on staff that is a 
Certified Divorce Financial Analyst® and Certified Financial Planner™ to provide 
expert assistance during this financial transition. 

Working alongside your legal team, Budros, Ruhlin & Roe can help with: 

• Divorce mediation 
• Collaborative divorce 
• Keeping you from making common financial mistakes made during divorce 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/10-Best-Financial-Advisors-Wealth-Management-Firms-in-Ohio.pdf
https://www.advisoryhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/10-Best-Financial-Advisors-Wealth-Management-Firms-in-Ohio.pdf
https://www.advisoryhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Top-13-Financial-Advisors-in-Ohio-2017-Ranking.pdf
https://www.advisoryhq.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Top-13-Advisors-and-Wealth-Managers-in-Ohio-2016-Ranking.pdf
http://www.b-r-r.com/
http://www.b-r-r.com/about-us/philosophy/


Ultimately, the goal is to help each client transition to life after divorce with a plan for 
financial success. 

 

Ohio’s Best Financial Advisors & Wealth Management Firms 

Comprehensive Wealth Management Approach 

As one of the top financial advisors in Ohio, Budros, Ruhlin & Roe integrates several 
areas of your financial life into one successful wealth management plan. Partnering with 
these Ohio financial advisors gives you a wide array of services, including: 

• Financial Independence & Retirement: Involves a thoughtful, collaborative 
approach to each client’s financial future and craft a secure tomorrow 

• Risk Management: Measuring appropriate risks to build and protect wealth 

• Tax Planning: Taxes are intricately linked to the overall financial health 

• Education Planning: Implements 529 plans and other strategies to  
effectively plan for future college costs 

• Estate Planning & Wealth Transfer: These Ohio financial advisors use innovative 
estate planning strategies to help clients maintain their legacy 

• Philanthropic Planning: Creating a plan to successfully support the organizations 
you care about 



• Investment/Portfolio Management: Focuses on creating portfolios that match 
goals, time horizons, and personal risk preferences 

Rating Summary 

Those looking for a trusted financial partner in Ohio for the long-term will enjoy BRR’s 
expert wealth management and financial planning strategies that are flexible and geared 
for long-term success. 

The firm’s fee-only structure and fiduciary commitment promote transparency and trust 
and their wide array of comprehensive services ensure every facet of financial life is well 
cared for. 

These factors helped to earn Budros, Ruhlin & Roe a 5-star rating as one of the best 
financial advisors in Ohio that you may want to consider partnering with this year.     

See Also: Best Financial Advisors in Seattle, Bellevue, Kirkland 
(Washington State) 

 

Carnegie Investment Counsel Review 

 

Founded in 1974, Carnegie Investment Counsel provides wealth management services 
and serves as a fiduciary for individuals and businesses throughout the U.S. They have 
four offices in Ohio, two in Pennsylvania, and one each in Florida, California, and New 
York. 

They are an exclusively fee-only financial advisory firm in Ohio and are committed to 
operating under a fiduciary standard, maintaining transparency and acting in the best 
interests of their clients at all times. 

Key Factors That Enabled Carnegie Investment Counsel to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Custom Portfolio Management 

Carnegie Investment Counsel is a Cincinnati, Dayton, Toledo, and Cleveland wealth 
management firm that provides highly customized portfolio management services for its 
clients. 

They do this by emphasizing the human element of financial planning, taking the time 
to listen to and really get to know their clients to meet emotion-based needs with expert 
advice. 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-washington-financial-advisors-wealth-managers-and-rias/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-washington-financial-advisors-wealth-managers-and-rias/
http://www.carnegieinvest.com/
https://www.carnegieinvest.com/about-us/


Their principal investment philosophy consists of the following elements: 

• Determine proper asset mix 
• Diversify among macro sectors 
• Determine appropriate position sizes 
• Focus on profitable companies with best prospects for growth 
• Keep transaction and other costs low 
• Manage for tax efficiency wherever possible 

Retirement Plan Services 

Managing retirement benefits for employees can be a complicated and time-consuming 
process. And employers that aren’t up to date with recent Department of Labor (DOL) 
legislation can have personal liabilities that they aren’t prepared for. 

Carnegie Investment Counsel is a wealth management firm in Ohio that helps employers 
navigate the terrain of employee benefits plans. They provide tailored 401(k) plans for 
businesses, serving as a fiduciary and ensuring that each retirement plan is DOL-
compliant. 

This Ohio wealth management firm’s retirement planning service is focused on three 
key areas: 

• Plan Design 
• Plan Governance 
• Participant Success 

Employers won’t have to worry about being left with a plan to administer themselves, as 
this Ohio wealth management firm is there every step of the way working with you 
diligently towards crafting a plan that leaves everyone involved happy. 

Rating Summary 

For clients looking for the utmost level of trust and client commitment from their 
financial advisor in Ohio, Carnegie Investment Counsel represents the ideal relationship 
due to their exclusively fee-only structure and fiduciary obligation. 

The firm’s in-depth, comprehensive services to help both individuals and businesses 
meet a variety of financial needs and goals help solidify the Carnegie Investment 
Counsel’s 5-star ranking among the top Ohio financial advisors you’ll want to consider 
in 2019.    

See Also: Top Financial Advisors in New York, NY – Ranking & 
Comparison 

 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-rated-best-financial-advisors-in-new-york-ny/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-rated-best-financial-advisors-in-new-york-ny/


 

Cornerstone Capital Advisors Review 

 

Cornerstone Capital Advisors is committed to providing clients security and peace of 
mind. This Ohio financial advisor was founded in 1984 and they’re located south of 
Akron, in Uniontown, Ohio. 

The firm has a fee-only structure and they are a fiduciary, with a passion and 
commitment to act in their clients’ best interests. This wealth management firm in Ohio 
serves individuals and families, high-income professionals and entrepreneurs, and 
retirement plans. 

Key Factors That Enabled Cornerstone Capital Advisors to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

 

Ohio’s Top-Rated Wealth Management Firms 2019 

Full-Service, Holistic Approach 

Financial planning is about making your money align with your goals so that you can 
successfully achieve them. A holistic approach ensures that all facets of your finances 
are working together to give you the best results. 

http://ccadvisors.com/
https://www.ccadvisors.com/blog/what-we-do-and-how-we-can-help


Cornerstone Capital Advisors values an integrated strategy to financial planning, 
ensuring that all areas of your finances fit together and work in harmony with each 
other. 

Services offered to individuals and families by this Ohio financial planning firm include: 

• Cash flow management 
• Education funding 
• Investment consulting 
• Retirement income strategies 
• Retirement planning 
• Risk management 
• Tax strategies 

Fiduciary Assessment 

Employers providing retirement plans have an extra level of responsibility when 
administering investment plans for their employees, which adds another level of stress 
and complexity to their position. 

This Ohio wealth management firm offers fiduciary assessments, reviewing employer-
sponsored retirement plans to ensure that they are compliant with the federal ERISA 
statute. 

Cornerstone Capital Advisors performs assessments on: 

• Participant Directed Plans 
• Profit Sharing Plans 
• Defined Benefit Plans 
• Endowments 
• Non-Profits 

Rating Summary 

Their holistic approach to wealth management ensures that clients of Cornerstone 
Capital Advisors enjoy personalized and seamless financial planning and investment 
strategies. 

A specialty service of this Ohio financial advisor, providing fiduciary assessments, 
makes them a great resource for businesses wanting to ensure their retirement plans are 
both comprehensive and compliant. 

With a dedication to client success, a fee-only structure, and a fiduciary commitment, 
Cornerstone Capital Advisors solidifies their 5-star rating as one of the best financial 
advisors in Ohio to consider partnering with this year.    



Don’t Miss: Top Financial Advisors in Denver, Colorado Springs, and 
Boulder (Colorado) 

 

Fairport Asset Management Review 

 

Fairport Asset Management has been serving clients for over half a century, being 
founded in 1963. Their mission includes providing the high-net-worth community with 
a wide array of customized investment management and wealth management services. 

This Cleveland, Ohio financial advisory firm is fee-only and a fiduciary. Their expertise 
lies in assisting executives, business owners, women in transition, and other affluent 
individuals with reaching their goals in life through a unique set of wealth management 
strategies. 

Key Factors That Enabled Fairport Asset Management to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Cleveland, Ohio 

Clear Core Values 

Fairport knows that when it comes to money management, its clients expect the best. 
They stand out from other financial advisors in Cleveland, Ohio with their listing of core 
values: Respect, Discipline, Resolve, and Accountability. 

With these values as a foundation, Fairport encourages a collaborative relationship with 
its clients that prioritizes listening to their ideas. 

They promise discipline in making the best investment choices for their clients to 
continue fostering ongoing trust. They are resolved when it comes to pursuing the best 
outcomes for clients. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly of all, they promise accountability and to 
continually measure and improve overall outcomes as one of the best financial advisory 
firms in Ohio. 

Comprehensive Wealth Management  

These Cleveland financial advisors custom tailor an integrated plan for each client that 
incorporates all elements of their financial life. Wealth management services offered by 
Fairport Asset Management include: 

• Net Worth & Cash Flow Planning 
• Investment Planning & Portfolio Management 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/denver-co-top-financial-advisors-planners-and-wealth-managers/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/denver-co-top-financial-advisors-planners-and-wealth-managers/
http://fairportasset.com/
http://fairportasset.com/about-us/our-approach/


• Tax Planning 
• Insurance Planning & Risk Management 
• Benefits Planning 
• Estate Planning & Asset Protection 
• Philanthropic Planning 

You know you’re in good hands with Fairport because their team has over 100 years of 
combined experience and expertise. 

The firm also boasts an internal investment committee dedicated to developing 
strategies that consider growth, income, and risk management, providing unique 
financial services to each and every client. 

Rating Summary 

For affluent clients looking for a financial advisor in Cleveland that operates from a solid 
foundation of values, ethics, and experience, Fairport Asset Management is an excellent 
fit. Their fee-only fiduciary structure promotes both trust and transparency. 

With a wide array of services, expertise in serving the high-net-worth community, and 
an internal investment committee, Fairport Asset Management scores a 5-star rating 
and is one of the best Cleveland financial advisors—and a top Ohio financial advisor—to 
consider partnering with this year.      

Related: Best Financial Advisors in Oklahoma City & Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 

Foster & Motley Review 

 

The seasoned team of trailblazers at, Foster & Motley are based in Cincinnati, Ohio and 
provide financial planning and wealth management services to clients in the Tri-State 
region and across the country. 

This Ohio financial advisory firm is fee-only and they offer three customized tiers of 
financial advisory services which include clients with investments below $1,000,000, 
those investing $1,000,000 to $5,000,000, and investors starting at $5,000,000 and 
up. 

Key Factors That Enabled Foster & Motley to be Ranked as a Top Financial 
Advisor in Ohio 

 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-financial-advisors-in-oklahoma-city-and-tulsa-ok/
https://www.fosterandmotley.com/
https://www.fosterandmotley.com/financial-planning-investment-management


Extensive Financial Services 

When you work with this Cincinnati wealth management firm, you’ll never be lacking 
for any type of financial care. They offer an extensive array of services geared toward 
offering clients a fully integrated approach to financial and investment planning. 

With a consistent investment philosophy which focuses on income, value, and quality, 
Foster & Motley offers the following financial planning and wealth management 
services: 

• Net Worth Analysis 
• Cash Flow Analysis 
• Tax Planning 
• Estate Planning 
• College Planning 
• Retirement Analysis 
• Insurance Analysis 
• Stock Option Planning 
• Outside Assets 
• Private Investment Opportunities 
• Family Involvement 
• Charitable Giving 

 

Top Financial Planners in Cincinnati, OH 

 



Seasoned Team of Professionals 

Foster & Motley professionals have all earned certification or accreditation in their 
respective fields. They include the following designations: 

• Certified Financial Planner (CFP®) 
• Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
• Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA®) 

The financial industry is always evolving and this wealth management firm in Ohio 
ensures their staff stay up to date on all the latest rules, regulations, and trends so you 
can benefit from their experience and knowledge. 

They also support a culture of continuing education and foster employee growth, which 
in turn keeps their team fresh and dynamic and able to provide innovative financial 
solutions. 

Rating Summary 

As a fee-only RIA, Foster & Motley makes a fiduciary commitment to foster 
transparency and to always put their client’s best interest at the forefront of everything 
they do. This supports trust between clients and advisors, an integral element in any 
successful financial plan. 

With an extensive range of comprehensive financial services, a well-seasoned and 
educated team, and a client-centric approach, Foster & Motley solidifies their 5-star 
rating as one of the best Ohio financial advisors to consider partnering with in 2019. 

Popular Article: Best Financial Advisors in Austin, TX (RIAs, Wealth 
Managers, Planners) 

 

Johnson Investment Counsel Review 

 

Founded on fiduciary values, Johnson Investment Counsel is one of the largest 
independent wealth management firms in the country. This Ohio financial advisor is 
100% employee-owned and has been serving clients since 1965. 

Johnson Investment Counsel is a fee-only financial advisor in Ohio with five offices 
throughout the state. They have two offices in Cincinnati, and one each in 
Cleveland/Akron, Columbus, and Dayton 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-austin-texas-financial-advisors-rias-wealth-managers/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-austin-texas-financial-advisors-rias-wealth-managers/
https://www.johnsoninv.com/
https://www.johnsoninv.com/divisions/wealth


Key Factors That Enabled Johnson Investment Counsel to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Family Office Services 

As a top-rated financial advisor in Ohio, Johnson Investment Counsel assists ultra-high-
net-worth families with customized and personalized financial services. Their Family 
Office Services include a sophisticated investment approach to help families navigate 
the most complex of situations. 

Families can trust that Johnson Investment Counsel will integrate all aspects of estate 
planning and will work alongside their attorney to protect their legacy for generations to 
come. 

Their concierge suite of Family Office Services include: 

• Asset & liability management 
• Advise on insurance & asset protection 
• Cash flow management 
• Income tax planning 
• Family mission statement development 
• Estate & wealth transfer planning 
• Philanthropic planning 
• Business succession planning 
• Relationship management 
• Asset protection planning 

Trust Services 

These expert Columbus, Ohio financial advisors offer specialized trust services for 
individuals, charitable organizations, foundations, endowments, and retirement plans. 
Their goal is to align your estate plan and your future so you can meet and exceed your 
goals. 

This financial planner in Ohio can help clients with: 

• Managing the transfer of wealth to the next generation or to a charity 
• Executor and estate settlement services 
• Philanthropic planning 
• Reducing gift and estate taxes 
• Special needs planning 
• Charitable gift planning 
• Asset protection planning 

 

 



Rating Summary 

For those in the high and ultra-high net worth group, Johnson Investment Council 
offers the expertise and services customized to meet their unique financial needs. Their 
advisors consider themselves true partners to the clients they serve and foster long-term 
collaboration. 

With a fee-only structure, clients can feel secure that all services and fees will be 
provided with the utmost transparency, supporting trust and solidifying the firm’s 
ranking as a top Ohio financial advisor with a 5-star rating.   

Read More: Top Financial Advisors and Best Wealth Managers in the US & 
UK 

 

Partnership Financial LLC Review 

 

Partnership Financial LLC works to create a coordinated, tailored financial plan for 
their clients that addresses all their financial needs and that is clear and concise. 

This top financial advisor is based in Columbus, Ohio and they are a fee-only fiduciary 
that puts their client’s interests above all else. Their ultimate goal is to be your “go to” 
team for any money matters that impact your life. 

Key Factors That Enabled Partnership Financial LLC to be Ranked as a Top 
Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Comprehensive Services 

The team at Partnership Financial knows that financial planning can be complicated, so 
they strive to streamline and simplify the process with an organized and comprehensive 
approach. 

With a goal to ease stress and help each client organize their financial lives, this top 
financial advisor in Columbus, Ohio provides the following services: 

• Tax Planning & Prep: Increasing tax efficiency through investments, savings, 
deductions, and contributions 

• Investments: Creating a goal-based, diversified portfolio based on objective, 
customized recommendations 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-best-financial-advisors/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-best-financial-advisors/
https://partnershipfinancial.com/
https://partnershipfinancial.com/about-us/why-were-different


• Estate Planning: Considers guardianship, medical directives, end-of-life 
considerations, and more 

• Retirement Planning: Goes beyond portfolio construction to craft a strategy that 
will balance your retirement lifestyle with your budget 

• Goal Setting: In-depth conversations to uncover goals for retirement, education, 
and other related financial dreams on the horizon 

• Cash Management: Helps clients see where their money is going each month, so 
they can adjust and plan as needed to reach their objectives 

• Insurance: As a fee-only firm, the Ohio financial advisors at Partnership 
Financial can provide unbiased insurance recommendations 

• Real Estate: Expert advisement on how to align your home and mortgage with 
your income and cash flow 

Fee-Only Fiduciary 

When it comes to choosing a financial planner in Columbus, Ohio, it’s important to 
know that you are partnering with a financial advisor that you can trust—after all, it’s 
more than your money on the line, it’s your future. 

As a fee-only firm, Partnership Financial does not accept outside commissions or any 
compensation other than what they receive from clients. This means that these Ohio 
financial advisors are free to choose the best financial assets for your portfolio without 
any conflicts of interest. 

The combination of a fee-only structure and a fiduciary commitment supports trust 
throughout each step of the wealth management process, solidifying the high standards 
of client service and ethics that Partnership Financial maintains. 



 

Top Columbus, Ohio Wealth Management Firms 

Rating Summary 

For clients that want a comprehensive approach to their financial health, Partnership 
Financial is a great fit. 

The firm’s small size and client-centric approach support trustworthy, long-term 
relationships, ensuring that clients can utilize these financial services over time. 

With a fee-only structure, a fiduciary commitment, and financial services tailored to 
address a variety of needs, Partnership Financial is one of the best financial advisors in 
Columbus, Ohio—and across the state—to consider partnering with this year.  

Related: Top Financial Advisors in D.C., Maryland, and Virginia (Tri-
State) 

 

PDS Planning Review 

 

Championing approachable and less complicated wealth management was the 
philosophy PDS Planning was founded on in 1985. They are a wealth management firm 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-financial-advisors-in-the-tri-state-area/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-financial-advisors-in-the-tri-state-area/
https://www.pdsplanning.com/


based in Columbus, Ohio and they welcome a wide range of client types and wealth 
levels 

PDS is a fee-only firm and also a fiduciary and takes pride in forming long-term 
relationships with their clients that span 24 states. Their mission is centered around 
helping people eliminate the stress that typically comes with planning personal finances. 

Key Factors That Enabled PDS Planning to be Ranked as a Top Financial 
Advisor in Ohio 

Broad Range of Financial Services 

For clients that have a wide variety of financial needs, finding an Ohio financial advisor 
that has the depth of experience to handle multiple financial challenges is important. 
PDS Planning offers an impressive range of financial services, including: 

• Investment Planning: Expert portfolio analysis, allocation recommendations, and 
ongoing proactive management 

• Tax Planning: Tax projection, planning, and side-by-side coordination with CPAs 
or tax preparers 

• Business Planning: Summary of current holdings, asset protection strategies, 
retirement review, and more 

• Risk Analysis & Planning: Audit, review, and recommendations for life, long term 
care, and disability insurance 

• Financial Statements: Comprehensive personal balance sheet creation, 
investment portfolio summary, real estate, and business holdings summary 

• Cash Flow Management: Detailed income and expense statements, existing debt 
summary, and creation of a sound financial plan 

• Accumulation: Projection of current retirement contributions, personal 
investments, and annual tracking of goal progress 

• Education Planning: Cost projections, discuss savings plans, and create an 
educational savings plan 

• Lifetime Income & Retirement Planning: Projection review, annual tracking, 
distribution coordination, and more 

• Estate Planning: Review pertinent documents, make any needed changes, project 
tax implications, and more 

 

https://www.pdsplanning.com/our-story/


Variety of Client Types 

Something that helps PDS Planning stand out from other top financial advisors in Ohio 
is their ability to make wealth management accessible and, most importantly, easy to 
understand. 

For those that are just beginning to gain control over their finances, this is a huge 
benefit, as it gives everyone, no matter their wealth level, the same chance to work with 
a seasoned professional team of Ohio financial advisors to grow their money. 

PDS Planning makes it easy to evaluate your needs for financial planning by providing 
detailed client profiles and answers to common wealth management questions that each 
typically brings. These client profiles include: 

• Investor 
• Entrepreneur 
• Newly Married 
• Dual Income, No Kids 
• Growing Family 
• Single Woman 
• Empty Nester 
• Planning to Retire 
• Retired 

Rating Summary 

With a mission of making financial planning, simple to understand, accessible and 
convenient, PDS Planning is an excellent financial advisor in Columbus, Ohio to 
consider partnering with. 

The client-facing approach that is designed to reduce stress and help people make more 
informed financial decisions sets them apart and earns PDS Planning a 5-star rating as 
one of the top financial advisors in Ohio to consider working with this year.     

Don’t Miss: Best Financial Advisors in Iowa (Des Moines, Ames, Dubuque, 
and Davenport) 

 

Summit Financial Strategies Review 

 

Founded in 1995, Summit Financial Strategies is an Ohio financial advisor that believes 
in cultivating strong relationships and developing custom financial plans that are tuned 
to the needs, goals, and dreams of their clients. 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-financial-advisor-des-moines-reviews-of-iowas-top-advisors-planners/
https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/best-financial-advisor-des-moines-reviews-of-iowas-top-advisors-planners/
https://www.summitfin.com/


This top-rated Columbus, Ohio wealth management firm takes on a fiduciary 
commitment to their clients and is fee-only. They believe in the power of collaboration 
and forming lifetime relationships with their clients. 

Key Factors That Enabled Summit Financial Strategies to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Wealth Management Services 

Everything that Summit does revolves around you. This financial advisory firm in Ohio 
ensures that their wealth management services evolve to your changing needs. They 
continue to adjust strategies as needed to help clients achieve success. 

During the first year with a new client, this wealth management firm in Ohio meets with 
them at least six times a year. Specific areas of their wealth management services 
include: 

• Data verification and cash flow review 
• Retirement planning 
• Asset allocation and portfolio development 
• Portfolio implementation 
• Account consolidation 
• Investment recommendations and performance reviews 
• College funding 
• Tax planning 
• Estate planning 
• Tax-managed rebalancing 
• Insurance needs 
• Policy reviews 

Investment Advisory Services 

Summit Financial Strategies is a wealth management firm in Ohio offers a disciplined, 
strategy and customizable investment mix. 

During their first meeting with a client, your Ohio financial advisor collects necessary 
data and discusses portfolio development. This conversation also touches on the 
importance of comfort levels and risk tolerance. 

Once a general outline for the portfolio is set, this team of financial planners in Ohio 
implement the plan and monitor it continually to keep things on track. 

This Ohio wealth management firm’s investment advisory services include: 

• Asset allocation and portfolio development 
• Portfolio implementation 
• Tax-managed rebalancing 

https://www.summitfin.com/future-clients/investment-philosophy/


• Account consolidation 
• Investment recommendations 
• Performance reviews 

Rating Summary 

Whether you’re a seasoned investor or just starting to get a handle managing your 
money, Summit Financial Strategies is a great financial planner in Columbus, Ohio to 
consider. 

The firm offers enhanced financial management strategies, a large team, and a low ratio 
of clients to advisors, ensuring that each client gets the dedicated, one-on-one attention 
they need. 

With a goal on maintaining positive, long-lasting relationships and a completely 
collaborative approach, Summit Financial Strategies scores a 5-star rating and is one of 
the best financial advisors in Ohio to consider partnering with this year. 

Popular Article: Top Financial Advisors in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

The Joseph Group Capital Management Review 

 

The Joseph Group was founded in 1999 with a mission of helping people live great lives 
and achieve their dreams through inspiring financial management. This Ohio wealth 
management firm is based in Columbus, OH. 

The firm takes on a fiduciary obligation to put their client’s best interest ahead of their 
own and operates with a fee-only structure. They strive to help their clients live great 
lives, one story at a time. 

Key Factors That Enabled The Joseph Group Capital Management to be 
Ranked as a Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Focused Investment Management 

This Columbus, Ohio wealth management firm starts by matching the right portions of 
your wealth to the key strategy that will be the most productive. They use four 
investment strategies in their process, which allows them to customize the best 
investment assets for each client. 

https://www.advisoryhq.com/articles/top-rated-financial-advisors-in-pittsburgh/
https://josephgroup.com/
https://adviserinfo.sec.gov/IAPD/Content/Common/crd_iapd_Brochure.aspx?BRCHR_VRSN_ID=562337


The Joseph Group refers to their personalized investment process as the Wealth 
Allocation Framework, it provides an organized approach to match each client with one 
of their core portfolios. 

Their Wealth Allocation Framework includes: 

• Protect: Protecting your wealth by providing liquidity and protection of principal 

• Keep Pace: Generating cash flow to cover living expenses and sustain your 
desired lifestyle 

• Outpace: Growing money to work towards long-term goals and including risk 
control 

• Aspire: Seeking true growth of your wealth and incorporating any specific 
personal goals 

 

Ohio’s Top-Rated Financial Advisors 2019 

Retirement Plan Services 

The Ohio financial advisors at The Joseph Group believe that administering great 
retirement plans means partnering with both their employer clients and their 
employees. Their experienced team of financial professionals works with retirement 
plans of all sizes to make them effective and compliant. 



This financial advisory firm in Ohio typically works with locally owned companies that 
have between 10 and 100 employees and a retirement plan that has at least $1 million. 

Their approach focuses on plan effectiveness and retirement readiness and incorporates 
the following steps: 

• Discover 
• Fiduciary Guidance 
• Investment Guidance 
• Employee Engagement 

Rating Summary 

If you enjoy a well-structured and thoughtful approach to wealth management and 
financial planning, then The Joseph Group Capital Management will fit your style like a 
glove. 

The firm’s client-centered approach revolves completely around each client’s needs, 
goals, and financial situation to match them with the most successful financial strategy. 

With a fee-only client commitment and a philosophy based on a foundation of trust and 
responsibility to their clients, The Joseph Group Capital Management scores a 5-star 
rating and is one of the best financial advisors in Ohio to consider partnering with this 
year. 

 

Truepoint Wealth Counsel Review 

 

Founded in 1990, Truepoint Wealth Management is one of the region’s first fee-only 
firms. They are based in Cincinnati, OH and provide financial advisory services to 
clients across 39 states. 

In addition to being a fee-only Ohio financial planning firm, they are also a fiduciary and 
100% employee-owned. They handle 2.7 billion in assets under management and 
provide multiple financial services to a wide variety of clients. 

Key Factors That Enabled Truepoint Wealth Counsel to be Ranked as a Top 
Financial Advisor in Ohio 

 

 

http://truepointwealth.com/
https://truepointwealth.com/about-truepoint/


Wide Range of Services 

When you work with a firm that has a large range of financial services, it streamlines 
your financial management and ensures all the different aspects of your financial life are 
integrated into a complete plan. 

Clients working with Truepoint Wealth Counsel won’t be disappointed, as this Ohio 
financial advisor provides an extensive range of expert financial services, including: 

• Investment Management: Uses an intellectually honest, evidence-based 
philosophy as a foundation 

• Financial Planning: Goal-focused, tailored, long-term strategies 

• Tax Management: Proactive, integrated planning to manage the tax impact on 
finances 

• Estate Planning: Focuses on providing comprehensive plans aligned with 
personal goals 

• Risk Management: Helps clients assess their insurance coverage needs 

• Family Office: Provides families with multi-generational wealth personalized 
financial services 

• Institutional Investing: Services for retirement plans, charitable foundations, 
non-profits, and endowments 

Specific Client Needs 

For those that are working with a financial planner in Ohio for the first time, it can be 
difficult to identify what types of services you may need. 

Truepoint Wealth Counsel makes the process easy for new clients to assess their 
financial needs before they even walk through the door, offering detailed descriptions of 
common financial management needs for: 

• Business Owners 
• Retirement Planning 
• Managing Inheritance 
• Career Change 
• Education Planning 
• Children and Finance 

For each investor type, they provide common wealth management questions and 
concrete examples of how the Ohio financial advisors at Truepoint Wealth Counsel can 
help clients overcome specific financial challenges. 



Rating Summary 

With a fee-only structure and a fiduciary commitment, Truepoint Wealth Counsel gives 
clients peace of mind that they will be receiving unbiased and transparent advice 
throughout their wealth management and financial planning process. 

Truepoint Wealth Counsel also makes it simple for potential clients to evaluate their 
services by providing easy-to-understand, detailed descriptions of their services, scoring 
the firm a 5-star rating and a spot among the best financial advisors in Ohio. 

 

Wellspring Financial Advisors Review 

 

Wellspring Financial Advisors believes in doing more than just managing wealth, they 
engage their clients in a way that positively shapes their lives now and in the future. 

This Cleveland, Ohio top wealth management firm is fee-only and upholds a fiduciary 
standard of trust and transparency. They also recognize the importance of human 
capital and work toward fostering multi-generational relationships. 

Key Factors That Enabled Wellspring Financial Advisors to be Ranked as a 
Top Financial Advisor in Ohio 

Unique Approach 

Clients that work with Wellspring Financial Advisors will recognize their unique 
approach to financial planning. They believe that the foundation of any good financial 
advisory firm is their people. 

They look at capital a bit differently than other Ohio wealth management firms, 
believing there are five distinct types of capital and that a successful financial strategy 
requires focusing on all of them. 

Types of capital noted by Wellspring are: 

• Financial (cash, stocks, bonds, real estate) 
• Spiritual (faith, practice, traditions) 
• Social (values, purpose, philanthropy) 
• Intellectual (traditions, experiences, education) 
• Human (talents, health, happiness, character) 

https://www.wellspringadvisorsllc.com/
https://www.wellspringadvisorsllc.com/our-philosophy


 

Cleveland, OH Top Financial Advisors 

Multi-Family Office Services 

Wellspring Financial Advisors provides holistic financial services to high-net-worth 
individuals and families and they offer a full suite of financial, estate, and tax planning 
services. 

This Cleveland wealth management firm’s expertise extends to clients’ financial and 
non-financial needs, offering families a trusted professional for handling an array of 
requirements to make their lives easier. 

Wellspring’s service offerings include: 

• Comprehensive Financial Planning 
• Income Tax Planning, Preparation & Compliance 
• Estate and Wealth Transfer 
• Strategic Philanthropy & Administration 
• Business Planning & Succession 
• Risk Management 
• Family Financial Management 

Rating Summary 

Wellspring Financial Advisors takes a refreshing approach to wealth management with a 
goal to help their clients “live well, sleep well, be well.” Their personalized and extensive 
Multi-Family Office Services make them an excellent choice for affluent families looking 
for assistance with a variety of needs 



With a holistic approach and fee-only structure that ensures unbiased and conflict-free 
advice, Wellspring Financial Advisors scores a 5-star rating and is one of the top Ohio 
financial advisors to consider partnering with in 2019. 

Conclusion – 2019 Top 12 Best Financial Advisors in 
Ohio 
 
Whether you’re searching for financial advisors in Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, or 
elsewhere in Ohio, you have multiple options on this list for experienced and 
personalized financial guidance. 

Using this list as a starting point, you can further narrow down your options by 
comparing each Ohio wealth management firm’s areas of expertise, location, specialties, 
and client types. 

Once you’ve found some firms that are serious contenders for your business, contact 
each advisor in turn to set up a consultation. Most financial advisors in Ohio and 
elsewhere offer a free initial consultation.  

Meeting in person will allow you to get a better feel for each firm’s advisors and help you 
choose the perfect financial partner to help you reach your future goals in life.  

Rate Table Disclaimer 
 
Click here to read AdvisoryHQ's disclaimer on the rate table(s) displayed on this page. 
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